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Raptors are of global conse1vation concern and thus countly-level assessments of their status are needed. We 
review studies and conse1vation databases to determine priorities for raptor conse1vation within the USA and 
Canada. We specifically examine databases compiled by the International Union for the Conse1vation of Nature 
(IUCN), BirdLife International, Partners in Flight, the Raptor Population Index, state wildlife agencies, and 
NatureServe. Of the 56 breeding raptor species that IUCN considers to occur within the two countries, the most 
pressing conse1vation challenge is the California Condor (Gy11111ogyps califomiam1S). This species is the only North 
American raptor that is Critically Endangered according to the IUCN, and the only one ranked as Critically 
Imperiled by NatureSe1ve. Other priority species according to IUCN are the 'Io (Buteo solitarillS; Near Threat­
ened), the Spotted Owl (Strix occide11talis; Near Threatened), and the Snowy Owl (Bubo sca11diacus; Vulnerable). 
Fifteen subspecies are listed as Imperiled or Vulnerable by NatureSe1ve, and six of these are listed as either birds 
of conse1vation concern or are listed by the USA Endangered Species Act. P1iority subspecies include residents of 
Haida Gwaii (formerly known as the Queen Charlotte Islands) and Puerto Rico, as well as the Northern Spotted 
Owl (S. o. cauri11a). Some abundant and widespread species are of conse1vation concern because of ongoing, 
continent-wide population declines. Vultures are the most abundant raptors in the USA and Canada and are 
increasing in number. The current status of raptors across the USA and Canada is generally secure, but there are 
some important conse1vation priorities. 

1. Introduction

Conservation prioritizations are common and essential (Chaplin­

Kramer et al., 2021). Resource scarcity forces conservationists to make 
difficult decisions regarding which taxa and places receive action or 
protection. Governments are generally responsible for conservation 
within their borders, so assessments at the national, state, and provincial 
levels are particularly useful. Conservation prioritizations within polit­
ical boundaries should therefore be conducted for sensitive groups of 
species at intervals pertinent to biological and funding cycles. 

The group of birds called 'raptors' consists of the orders Accipi­
trifom1es, Cariamiformes, Cathartiformes, Falconiformes, and Strigi­
formes (McClure et al., 2019). This group represents roughly 5 o/o of all 
birds, yet has an outsized effect on ecosystem function by regulating 
prey populations and consuming carrion (Markandya et al., 2008; 
Buechley and �ekercioglu, 2016; Donazar et al., 2016). Raptors are of 
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global conservation concern-18 o/o are threatened with extinction and 
over half have declining global populations (McClure et al., 2018; 
Buechley et al., 2019). Further, research attention has been biased 

among raptors with 10 species accounting for roughly one-third of 
rap tor studies (Buechley et al., 2019). Therefore, prioritization of raptor 
research and conservation is a global priority. 

Although the Global South is justifiably highlighted often as the area 
of greatest conservation and research need for raptors (McClure et al., 
2018; Buechley et al., 2019; Santangeli et al., 2019), priorities outside of 
the Global South also deserve attention. Indeed, tropical countries tend 
to allocate less funding to conservation efforts than countries in the 
Global North (Mcclanahan and Rankin, 2016). Prioritization exercises 
for the Global North can therefore inform decisions about substantial 
conservation spending. 

An in-depth assessment of raptor conservation status in the USA and 
Canada is needed. There have been several conservation assessments of 
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