Spring Raptor Migration Summary 2004

Kyle McCarty

Five watchsites reported counts
for spring 2004 (Tables 1 and 2).
There was no count conducted this
vearat White Deer Ridge (Lycoming
County), Count effart (hours of
observation) for the five watchsites
ranged from 122 to 372 hours for a
total of 1352 hours. A total of 5,471
raptors representing 18 species was
reported. The passage rate for all
species for five sites ranged from 3.2
te 3.2 raptors per hour {(average 4.0).
Twa  Mississippi  Kites  (letinia
missizsippiensis) were seen at Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary, and a Swallow-
tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) was
scen at Rose Tree Park.

Comparing data among
watchsites is difficult because of
differences in  count efforts.
Allegheny Front and Tussey

Mountain counted throughout all of
March, whereas Hose Tree Park and
Tuscarora Summit counted only
during late March, and Hawk
Mountaincounted only twodays that
month. All the sites had good
coverage in April. hewever only
Allegheny Front and Hawk
Mountain extended the counts into
May,

Composition of the flight
Broad-winged Hawks (Buteo
platypterus) appeared at watchsites
beginning in early April, peaking in
the second half of the month, and
making up 22% of the overall flight
irange of 1-43%). Broad-winged
Huwk numberz were followed elosely
by those Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo
Jemaicensis), which peaked in late
March-early April and made up 21%

of the overall flight (range 10-35%),
Broadwings were the most common
species at Hawk Mountain, Rose
Tree Park, and Tuscarora Summit,
whereas Redtails were the most
abundant species at Allegheny Front
and Tussey Mountain.

Turkey Vultures (Cathartes
aura) were the third most abundant
species overall, making up 14% of
the total count (range of 4-24%).
Vultures were Seen as early as
February, with most individuals
passing in March (Table 2). Sharp-
shinned Hawks (Accipiter strintus),
which were seen in March and April,
were the only other species that
made up at least 10% of the overall
flight.

At all sites, Ospreys (Pandion
haliaetus) were first seen in late
March, with the earliest sighting at
Rose Tree Park on March 158, Osprey
numbers peaked in the middle of
April. For watchzites that also
conduct autumn counts (ie., all
except Tussey Mountain), Osprevs
and Northern Harriers (Ofrcus
cyaneus)arerelatively more common
overall in spring than theyv are in
autumn, whereaz Sharp-shinned
Hawks are relatively less comman
overall in spring.

Eleven of the twelve Poregrine
Faleons {Faleco peregrinus), and
thirteen of the fifteen Merlins (F
columbarius) reported, were scen
between April 9 and 24. More than a
third of the American Kestrels (F.
sparveriust migrated in  March.
Among the earliest migrants to
arrive in spring, more than 20% of
the Gaolden Eagles (Aguila

chrysactes) were
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Seasonal Highlights

Allegheny Front (Bedford) — The
count started in late February and
ended in early May., Two-thirds of
the overall flight was made up of
Turkey Vultures (peak count 23 on
March 7 and 20), Sharp-shinned
Hawks (17 on March 28 and April
LTy, Broad-winged Hawks (83 on
April 17), and Red-tailed Hawks (34
on March 29). Season record counts
included 10 Black Vultures
(Coragyps atratus) (4 on March 28),
58 Northern Harriers (9 on April 16),
71 Cooper's Hawks (Accipiter
cooperii) {12 on March 28), and 6
Rough-legged Haw ks (Buteo lagopus)
(2 on March 7). The Golden Eagle
count (38; peak count of 3 on March
1 and 5) dropped from last spring,
when 124 were esunted, Other peak
flights by species and date include
Osprey (9 on April 18), Bald Ragle
(Heliceetus fewcocephalus) (2 on
March 1), Northern Goshawk (4.
gentiliz) (1 on five different dates)
Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo
fingatus) (13 on Marech 7), American
Kestrel (5 on April [6), and Merlin (3
on April 16).

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (Serks
and Schuylkilly - The peak of the
spring {light was a 287-bird count
(29% of the season’s total) on April
18, Included in that dav’s count were
seaszon-high ecounts of 9 Turkey
Vultures, 4 Bald Eagles (a record
single-day count), 18 Ospreys, 20
Sharp-shinned Hawks, 7 Cooper's
Hawks, uand 212 Broad.winged
Hawks. The peak period of migration
during the offical count (April 1 -
May 18) was April 17 - 24, when
nearly 90% of the season's Broad-
winged Hawks passed, as did more
than half the Ospreys and Northern
Harriers, half the Bald Eagles, half
the Sharp-shinneds, and 80% of the
Percgrines: The Red-tailed Hawk
flicht peaked April 6 - 10,
Mississippi Kites were seen on April

2004 - VOLUME 18 NO. 2



17 and April 23: the second and third
spring records for the site. Season
records (sinee 1998) were set for Bald
Eagles (18), Northern Harriers (45;
peak count of 7 on April 24), and
Peregrine Falcona (5).

Rose Tree Park (Deloware) = The
count began on March 15 and ended
April 30 (with one day in February)
and was highlighted by a Swallow-
tailed Kite on April 23, a rare bird
far the state and the first record for
thesite, Aceording to site coordinator
Jim Lockyer, count effort was below
average because of many snowy and
rainy davs, and resulted in the
lowest total count and rate of
passage (4.7 birds per hour versus
average 9.5 birds per hour) in six
yvenrs. The passage rate of American
Keastrels (peak count 35 on April 9)
was more than & times that of the
average for all other sites. Twenty-
seven Red-tailed Hawks, a season
high, were counted on April 7. On
April 20, ohservers saw five Bald
Eagles and 102 Broad-winged
Hawks.

Tuscarora Summit (Fulton) = The
eount was the highest since spring
counting began in 1994, Total counts
for Osprey, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed
Hawk, and Peregrine Falcon were
well above average. Thiz was the
only site at which Osprevs (at 21%)
made up more than 10% of the
overall flight. Two davs accounted
for nearly 60% of the total Osprey
count, with 55 of them on April 23
and 22 more on April 27. Season
highs for Turkey Vultures (31 birds)
and Red-tailed Hawks (25) came on
March 26.

{Note a correction to Tuscarora
Summit autumn 2003 data reported
in Pennsylvania Birds 17:269-276:
On November 3. 2003 there were 7
Turkey WVultures counted, not 7
Ospreys.)

Tussey Mountain (Cenatre) -
Species that migrate late in autumn
tend to arrive early in spring and
these szpecies, particularly Turkey
Vultures, Hed-tailed Hawks, and
Golden Eagles, were predominant at

Tussey Mountain. Peak flights of
Golden Eagles cecurred on February
29 (22 eagles) and March 6 (a record-
tying 32 eagles), and the site
averaged more than 4 Goldens per
day in March, totaling 162 for the
geason. The peak period of migration
for several spectes was March 24 -
30, including season high countz on
March 26 of 580 Turkey Vultures, 15
Sharp-zhinned Hawks, 9 Cooper's
Hawks, 112 Red-tailed Hawks, and
12 American Kestrels. Few Broad-
winged Hawks were secen, but counts
ended before peak migration
cccurred for the species,
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Table 2. Count Results for Spring 2004 in Pennsylvania.
ALLEGHENY FRONT {Bedford)
Angelo Mincone, compiler
| Maonth Days Howts | BLYU Tuvy D3PR BAEA HOHA BEHA COHM ROGQ BEHA BWHA RTHA RLHA GOEA Y MERL PEFA Mnld Total |
Fabryary I dB.5 Q 10 1} 1} K] (1] 1] 1 3 (1] 14 1 I a Q Q 1 1]
Margh i) 1680 4 137 1 5 18 i 25 2 50 I 156 3 ] 1l i a 24 HY L]
April 23 _I48.5 5 2] 45 i Sif 1] 4z 2 & 252 118 (1] 4 i 4 F g G343
May ) 170 Q Q i 1 1 ("] 1] L] 1] L] 1 (+] 1] 1] 7] 0 v] ]
Total 81 3172 10 158 48 a L 1 11 ) g1 252 L89 k] 43 2 4 2 LT 1,207
[glal par fir .03 Q.42 i3 0.4z 015 &30 019 .01 0.1s b Ge 078 0oz 0,30 0.08 0,01 0.1 0.8 a2
Sp al flight 0.8 1249 4.0 0.7 46 9.3 5.5 0.4 B.1 £0.9 FER:] 4.5 4.2 1r 0.3 0.z 4.6 100
HAWK MOUNTAIN SANCTUARY (Berks & Schuylkill
Laurie Goodrich, compller
Manth Days | Hours oLV TUWLU OSPR BAEA HOHA S8HA | COHA | MOoGOD | RSHA BWHA RTHA ALHA GOEA | AMKE | MERL PEFA Unid Total®
March 2 6.5 3 ¥ 1 1] 1] 9 i i 5 1] L] 1] '] il 1] 1] 5 3
A pril 24 167.3 B 38 ) 14 41 107 26 i 2 415 85 o [ 33 4 & 28 LDE]
May 14 1.5 z ] 1 4 4 5 ] 1 a 19 3 o a 2 1 1 1 L]
Total 42 241.3 13 44 an 18 45 121 3% 1 7 454 104 o L 34 5 & 34 1,003
Total par hr 0.08§ 018 $.33 a.ar 015 0.54 .15 01,00 .03 1.83 {43 0,00 000 .18 .02 .02 1,14 4.2
% aof flight 1.3 44 g0 18 4.5 12.4 3.4 0.1 0,7 45.3 104 o0 4.0 1.5 1.5 01,5 3.4 160
“Total includes twa Mississippi Kites, one on Aprl 17 and cne an April 23
ROSE TREE PARK {Delaware)
Jim Lockyer, compller
mth Days Hosurs BLYU Tuwvy OSPR A | NOHA S8HA COHA | NOGOD REHA AW HA RTHA RLHA GOEA AMLE MERL PEFA Wnid Tokal*"
Fabrunry 1 2 & Fi [i] 1 1 i ¥ 0 il i z i 1] 1] il ] 1] B
| March 15 191,48 i g8 13 17 14 48 24 1 i a 4 ] 1 it 0 1 g af4
| April 26 164 5 7 58 & 24 15¢ 42 o 4 284 16 a i 141 4 1 23 976
Todal 42 ¥ 13 1480 1049 37 707 [ 1 i o] 124 il 1 143 4 z 23 1,288
| Total par hr 0.05 0,55 0,41 i.14 [.36 a9.77 0.25 004 3,04 1.11 bdE 000 0.0 i 0,01 Qi 0.11 4.7
L% of Nigh 10 g & 25 55 163 532 o 0E 235 4.4 0.0 g1 1148 03 o} 23 104
“Total includes one Swallow-tailed Kite sean April 23,
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TUSCARORA SUMMIT (Fulton)
Dale Gearhart, compllar
| Manth Doys | Hours | BLvU TUWLY O5PR BAEA | MOHA S5HA | COHA QG0 | RSHA BWHA RTHA RLHA | GOEA | AMKE | MERL Unlig Total |
Marzh B a5 0 3 ET | 0 i 4 i i o i 35 [ A 1 0 i i 115
Aprig 18 B7.3 14 40 13z & 20 32 1 i [\ 154 HE) I 7 q i 3 g 514
Iatal ar 12275 17 107 133 B Z1 35 in o i 155 iza & 4 : g 3 10 g18
Talgl per bir d,14 i B& Lo 005 417 .25 0.1 0,00 400 1.2% 105 050 4,03 04 .00 9.0 o408 5 r_
S of fight i 16E 208 (] b 5B 2.4 0.0 oo 243 20 oo 0.6 ] oo 05 1.6 (L]
TUSSEY MOUNTAIN {Contre)
Dan Ombalskl, compilor
| Month Days | Hours | Bivy TUWy O5PR | BAEA HOHA | S3HA | coHA | Hogo SHA BWHA ETHA HLHA Ea | AWKE | MERL | PEFA _Muid | Total |
|_Fobruary I 42,25 4 1% o 1 0 1 1 0 0 i i1 i 18 ] ] 1] 2 94
Marh 25 2285 a A0 4 17 21 £ 45 1 14 i as0 1 122 3 1 & 58 LaRY
Al 13 7125 1 5 i1 1 g 11 11 g i 14 b4 0 2 1 i [} 10 174
L Tolaj 49 485 14 323 15 1% ¥ d 81 64 1 44 18 475 4 163 41 v, I 71 1,355
L Total par by 0.04g2 0,93 .04 &55 0.4 0.23 far 006 013 .05 14 0.1 045 0y a1 0 0.20 a5
L% ol g 1.0 238 11 14 2.0 8.0 4.3 iR 3.2 1.3 A5 03 12.4 a0 LR oo 52 104
TOTAL FOR ALL WATCHSITES 2004
|___Month Dave | Hours BLYU Tuvy O4FR BAEA HOHA | S5HA COHA | NOGD | RSHA | BWHA RTHA ALHA | GOEA | AMKE | MERL PEFA Unig | Tataj* |
| Falrupry 15 d375 4 25 a F] 1 3 1 1 3 q 47 i 45 il 1 1] 3 141
Mirch 42 539,78 £5 5ad 20 a4 4 1806 107 4 195 i 553 4 153 i1 1 1 Ui 2054
Aol 1oy §34.8 i 151 353 47 156 153 131 3 14 1,157 47E i B 161 13 11 109 3.213
L May 17 4.5 2 3 1z 5 5 5 [l 0 o 18 4 0 [} 2 1 1] 1 k]
b Talal 221 11523 E7 1ia 3as ag 218 557 243 B 123 1177 11za 10 206 251 14 12 212 5471
—Lofal par hr 405 053 0.2a ooz 018 241 0.1a 0 L.08 0.8 083 &0 L5 [ ] 4.0 001 018 4.0
L% of Right B 142 1.0 L& 4.0 10,2 4.4 0.1 2 1.5 205 0.2 38 4.6 0.3 9.2 3.8 100

“Total includes 2 Mississippi Kites and 1| Swallow-tailed Kite,



