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The Farmland Raptor Project had another great year. With the help of grants and donations we were able to expand our outreach to 

the agricultural community from 2015 and attend several agricultural fairs and events across the state. We again had the support of 

businesses, schools, volunteers, and organizations reporting sightings, donating time and money, building and installing nest boxes, 

publishing articles about our efforts and distributing brochures. We thank each and every one of you for your help; we could not do 

this without you.  

In 2016, Hawk Mountain received  291 sighting reports of Northern Harrier, Short-eared Owl, American Kestrel,  and Barn Owl.  
We also processed  12,566 reports from bird watchers submitted to eBird (see www.ebird.org).  For the Barn Owl we share any 
reports we receive with the Pennsylvania Game Commission biologists.  Their report is shared below.  We are grateful to the many 
birdwatchers, farmers, and residents who continue to report their sightings to our online database.   

Northern Harrier:  

2016 Sighting Summary  
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In 2016 we received 954 total sightings from eBird and Farmland Raptor cooperators during winter months, and 100 reports during 
nesting season.  Some of these reports were duplicate sightings.  The map shows a wide distribution during winter months (blue) 
with nesting records (red) clustered in agricultural regions of the state.  A notable cluster of sightings occurred in Clarion, Law-
rence and Tioga counties as well as southeastern counties for wintering birds. 
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Short-eared Owl:   

This year we received 97 sightings of Short-eared Owl in winter months  (blue) and none during breeding season, but many were 
duplicate sightings from known locations.   The highest number in one place, 6, was in Lycoming County.  The lack of nesting rec-
ords heightens our concern for this species and prompts us to ask all observers to look for them during 2017.   

American Kestrel:   This small falcon remains a commonly seen bird across the state, with more than 4,000 sightings in winter and 
2,200 during nesting season.  Kestrels are found wherever there open agricultural habitats occur, particularly where pasture predom-
inates.  The southeast counties and the long valleys amid the Appalachian ridges show highest concentrations of wintering birds.   
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