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HAWK MOUNTAIN

2014 Farmland Raptor Project News

The Farmland Raptor Project completed its third year of monitoring and outreach. With support of local
businesses, volunteers, and state and local organizations, and with continued reports by citizen scientists
across the state, we had another great year.

Farmland Raptor Sighting Summary

By the end of December 2014 we had more than 134 sightings reported by more than 57 individuals. This is
fewer observations than the previous year which reflects our reduced funding to conduct public outreach.
However, by combining our data (triangles) with eBird sightings (circles), we were able to create a snapshot
showing distribution of Northern Harriers and Short-eared Owls during winter (blue) and summer (red) in
Pennsylvania:
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Pennsylvania Farmland Raptor Project
Short-eared Owl Sightings 2014
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The maps demonstrate that harriers are still widespread as a wintering bird and consistently observed in
southeastern and western counties but far less are seen during the breeding season. A total 656 wintering
harrier sightings were recorded during 2014, as opposed to 143 during breeding season. Some sightings may
be the same pair, as harriers can range over many miles in search of food.

The same is true of short-eared owls. A total 140 short-eared owl sightings were reported during winter while
only two were sighted during the nesting season, one in Erie County and one in Franklin County. Nesting
locations for short-eared owls do not show up on map as they also are sites of wintering birds.

Your reported sightings are still very important so please continue to share your
observations. Specific locations are a huge help:

Online:  www.hawkmountain.org/farmlandraptors
By Phone: Call 610-756-6000 x208
By eMail: Goodrich@hawkmountain.org



http://www.hawkmountain.org/farmlandraptors
mailto:Goodrich@hawkmountain.org

Organizations Lend Their Support
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A number of local organizations have provided support for this project in 2014. Thanks to everyone who
provided support.

Berks Agricliural Resource Network (BARN)

Once again this year BARN, under the leadership of Berks County Agricultural Coordinator Sheila Miller, has

raised funds to build and place nesting boxes for Barn Owls and American Kestrels. The organization raised

more than $3,000 by creating and selling decorative wine bottles which they donated to the Hawk Mountain

Gift Store for sale or sold directly. The bottles are hand painted with natural scenes by Elaine Briner of

Wernersville and filled with lights to create an attractive display. { KSA f I Qa LJ NByida KSf LIS
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work was also supported by Reifsnyders Store.

Strausstown Rod and Gun Club
A generous monetary gift from the club funded more than six educational presentations to the general public
and supported the compiling of sightings and creation of GIS maps.

Scouts Step In

Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts gave us a hand this year. Two Eagle Scout badges were achieved with kestrel nest
box projects. Eagle Scout Matt Zimmerman from Troop 171 worked with Sheila Miller of BARN to place 14
kestrel boxes on 11 preserved farms in Tulpehocken Township, Berks County. Peter Phelan Troop 145 Minsi
Trails Council built and placed more than 10 boxes in southern Schuylkill and
Lehigh counties.

Left, Matt mounting kestrel
nestkoxes Center, Dr. Laurie
Goodrich with Peter Phelan at hi
Eagle Scout. Right, Matt
mounting kestrel nestboxes.




Peter Phelan with a carload of nestboxeg

Annie Stockmal (top right) from Girl Scout Troop 71868 achieved her Silver Award with an American Kestrel
nest box project. She had read about the population decline of the American Kestrel and other farmland
raptors and wanted to do something about it. She spent over 50 hours building 11 kestrel nestboxes and
educating farmers and landowners about kestrels. All the boxes were donated to local landowners with
kestrel-¥ NA Sy Rf & KI 0 A ( Hapefullalfof theypgkds Billpat kestr2ld\NaRdithe podulation will
increase. This was an eye-opening project and a great way to spread awareness about kestrels!¢

We send a giant thank you to all of our scouts and a shout out to everyone that we would love to have more
scout projects like these in the future. We also thank all the landowners for their support.

Businesses Chip In

In 2014 the Farmland Raptor project no longer received grant dollars for its activities, but it was exciting to see
support from local businesses grow. Sherry Fuhrmann and the Fuhrmann Family of Pure Wild Tea of Bernville

began donating 5 cents of every bottle of their mint tea sold to the Farmland Raptor Project. The tea is made
FNRY YAyl ANRgY 2y GKS FlLYAfeQa FINXYa&a dzaAy3d KSNI
and local agricultural shops, farm markets, firehouses and produce stores around Bernville, Hamburg,

Strausstown, Kempton, Lenhartsville, Shartlesville and Fleetwood. Wild Tea also has several storefronts

carrying their product in Schuylkill County. Fuhrmann says she's preserving a local tradition, not only for her

family, but for the community.

Critical support to fund our continued box building and outreach also was provided by two private donors.




Schools Get Involved

Seven Generations Charter School

Second grade students at Seven Generations Charter School in
Emmaus, PA became concerned about the declining number of
American Kestrels in our area last fall and decided to do
something about it. The 54 students in the three second-grade
classes held a pizza lunch and bake sale fundraiser to raise money
to purchase 12 nesting box kits from Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.

With the help and guidance of parent volunteers, student teams j
constructed the nesting boxes at school. Upon return from | \,},@Q 1/2014 %
holiday break, the students will be drafting a letter to send out to 3 - .

local farmers soliciting possible homes for our nesting boxes so
that they are placed by mid-February. They are hoping that their efforts will help increase the number of
kestrels by providing additional nesting sites in the area. This is the second consecutive year that Seven
Generations students have undertaken this project. Thank you to all the second graders for their hard work.

12/11/2014

Seven Generations"@ graders buildingkestrel nesting boxes

Adopt-a Kestrel Box Program News

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary has been studying the breeding habits of American Kestrels for more than 50 years.
Today more than 200 kestrel nestboxes have been placed within a 25-mile radius of Hawk Mountain, and each
year, the boxes are monitored for breeding activity. 2014 was a low year for breeding kestrels. Only 34% of
the boxes were occupied by breeding pairs, the second lowest number recorded. The proportion of active
nests that failed was relatively high (25%). 32 pairs successfully fledged 118 young. You can read more about
this program on the Ongoing Research section of our website.

Kestrel boxes should be placed about 10feet or higher on a tree or building facing open fields or grassland.


http://www.hawkmountain.org/raptorpedia/american-kestrel/page.aspx?id=3201
http://www.hawkmountain.org/science/raptor-research-programs/american-kestrel-reproductive-ecology/page.aspx?id=3469
http://www.hawkmountain.org/science/raptor-research-programs/american-kestrel-reproductive-ecology/page.aspx?id=3469

American Kestrel Nest Cam

Hawk Mountain successfully launched its kestrel nest cam this year. Wired to the
web, hundreds of fans were able to watch in real time from inside the box as a pair
of kestrels successfully raised 5 fledglings. Chicks hatched on May 21 and 22 and the
last chick left the box on June 20™.

We had lots of community support for this project. Thanks go out to Jay Worral, Jim
Klucsarits and colleagues at the Holleran Center for Community Engagement at
Alvernia University, to technical support volunteers from Alvernia University,
MoJoActive and MePush and the private landowner where the box was located.

The nest cam will return again next April on U-Stream to accommodate larger
numbers of viewers. Visit our web site for the direct link and watch the fun as
another year of nesting begins.

State Biologists Barn Owl Report

The Farmland Raptor Project works closely with the Game Commission Barn Owl
Biologists to promote placement of new boxes for owls across the state. Biologists at
W the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) continued monitoring Barn Owl nest sites

and were able to confirm barn owls nesting at 74 locations. 15 of these were new nest
sites. They also banded 180 nestling barn owls. Reports of banded individuals help the
PGC gain valuable information on Barn Owl populations and their behavior
that will hopefully shed some light on how to slow or reverse their population
declines. They had a couple of interesting band returns this past year. One owl
banded in Lancaster County was found in Rhode Island. Another barn owl
banded in Lebanon County was recovered in the Bahamas!

Because Barn Owls readily use boxes, the PGC is working with landowners to
install boxes at suitable locations, which include at least 100 acres of grassland
within a mile radius of the nest. We work closely with the PGC and report all of
our sightings to them and connect them with individuals interested in placing
nest boxes on their property. So if you know of anyone interested in encouraging Barn Owl nesting, if you own
farmland that might be suitable for a Barn Owl or would like more information about Barn Owls and their
conservation, feel free to contact us goodrich@hawkmtn.org or contact Game Commission Biologist Dan
Mummert at dmummert@pa.gov to see if your property is suitable for Barn Owils.



http://www.hawkmountain.org/
mailto:info@hawkmountain.org
mailto:dmummert@pa.gov

2014 Events and Outreach

This was an exciting year for the farmland raptor project. Through education and outreach events we were
able to inform thousands of individuals about the importance of farmland raptors and conserving their
habitat. Listed below are a few of our outreach efforts.

FarmlandPres er vat i on Boardés Annual Di nne
Jacobsburg State Park, public presentation

Kempton Fair, display table

Schuylkill County Fair, display table

Emmaus Block Party display table

Reading Museum Conservation Daydisplay table

PA Farm Show, display table and public programs

E R W I I ]

Requests for project information keep coming in and in 2014 we mailed hundreds of
information packets to individuals who wanted to learn more about farmland raptors. If
you have an interest in having a display table or presentation for one of your events
contact our Education Director at: brown@hawkmountain.org or the Farmland Raptor
Program c/o Laurie Goodrich, Goodrich@hawkmountain.org.

Farmland Raptor Project Going Forward

Thanks to all individuals, businesses, schools and community groups that supported us in 2014. Special thanks
to all our donors: Strausstown Rod and Gun Club; Berks Agricultural Resource Network; Reifsnyders Store;
Bernville; Pure Wild Tea, Inc., and several generous private donors whose contributions helped us build more
than 20 nest boxes for kestrels and barn owls and continue our statewide outreach to landowners.

A special thanks to Sheila Miller, as coordinator of BARN, who was a personal ambassador for the farmland
raptors in Berks and Lebanon County in recent years. Many kestrels and barn owls thank you Sheila!

In 2015 we hope to continue building relationships across the state to support our educational outreach
programs and to encourage individuals to continue reporting their sightings of the four species of interest.
Sightings can still be reported by filling in a form on our website:

www.hawkmountain.org/raptorpedia/pennsylvania-farmland-raptor-project

or by calling 616756-6000 ext. 208 or email Goodrich@hawkmtn.org.
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